








Amity Aides off er criticisms before leaving 
Riggs High has bade farewell to 

Maria Luisa Vich, Spanish Amity Aide 
from Lima, Peru. Luisa departed from 
Pierre Thursday, March 18, after a five 
month stay. 

"People are very friendly here. 
That's what I really like. I feel like I'm in 
a family here. I was homesick for Peru, 
and now I'll be homesick for Pierre," she 
said. 

Luisa was impressed with the Pierre 
school system, especially with the 
teachers. However, she did offer some 
useful criticism. Luisa feels that allowing 
students to go out during free periods 
encourages skipping and poor study 
habits. In Peru, she said, students are 
"always doing something." Luisa also said 
that, in Peru, there is much more 
competition for grades and honors 
between students. This, she feels, 
encourages better study habits. However, 
she commented that, competition or no 
competition, "if you want to learn, you'll 
learn." 

Luisa also offered criticism on the 
national level. She was bothered by the 
restrictions on drinking in America. In 
Peru, people are allowed to drink at any 
age. Here, she was slightly offended when 
families sometimes did not offer her 
drinks because she was not yet 21. 

Luisa especially enjoyed the Mardi 
Gras in Pierre. She took a strong liking 
for western dances and music, and would 
like to learn more about them. 

One regret Luisa has about being in 
Pierre is that she "gained too much 
weight" during her stay. She feels she 
didn't get enough exercises. 

But, no matter how much weight 
she's gained, Luisa is coming back. This 
summer she plans to visit Pierre again. 
"That's how much I like it here," she 
said. 

She has a three months assignment 
at a school in Hartford, Connecticut this 
spring. 
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Amity Aides Maria Luisa Vich from Lima, Peru and Ralf Schafer from Hannover, 

Germany left Pierre last week after teaching in the foreign language departments at 

Junior and Senior High for the past several months. 

Ralf Schafer from Hannuvc,, 
Germany has left Pierre in search of 
something he found abundant in 
America. 

"I think the openness and 
friendliness here has impressed me more 
than anything else." Ralf commented. 

Ralf visited Pierre through the 
Amity Aid Program and assisted the 
German classes at Riggs High and Junior 
High for the third quarter. 

"I am very grateful to everyone, this 
has been an interesting and enjoyable 
experience," he said. 

Ralf said he was especially grateful 
to the Ledbetters with whom he lived 
during his stay in Pierre. 

In Germany, Ralf is an English 
teacher, but he agreed that he had learned 
some new things about English during his 
seven months stay in America. "I has 
learned some 'stuff I ain't likely to 
forget." he laughingly added to prove his 
point. 

When asked to relate some of his 

impressions of the school and his stay 
here, Ralf warned that he would be 
completely truthful in his analysis. 

"If I am to answer I will be totally 
honest and objective," he asserted. 

"I think your school has many good 
things. Teachers are supplied with 
modern equipment and books, and the 
students have an excellent library and 
athletic facilities. Basically, I think the 
education offered is good for the average 
student," Ralf noted. 

"However," he continued, "this is 
the criticism I have, the school is geared 
toward the masses rather than the 
individual, the average rather than the 
exceptional." 

"I was disappointed by the students' 
and teachers' lack of interest in Germany 
and German schools. Many people also 
seemed afraid to discuss problems of the 
world and the United States. There is a 
strong feeling of isolationism not found 
in my country." he concluded. 

Riggs Drill Team gives final performance 
''F u r t h e rmore," Ralf  sa1a, 

"regardless of the lack of interest in my 
country, my view of Americans in general 
is very high." In the last performance of the year 

the First Ladies Drill Team performed 
last Friday at the State "A" basketball 
tournament at Sioux Falls. 

The appearance consisted of a high 
stepping entrance to the drums of Dave 
Thompson and two routines that pointed 
out a 200 year difference in dancing and 
music. The first was a modern jazz to 
"Superstrut Jazz" and the second a 
military march to "Yankee Doodle". The 

girls wore a white sailor outfit over tights 
and leotards. Adviser Karen DeAntoni 
was very pleased with the girls final 
performance. 

Seniors performing for the last time 
were Gwen Jibben, Susan Johnson, Billie 
Kielhorn, Barb Logan, Krysia Newell, 
Susan Parr, Beth Popowski, Beth 
Schlueter, Dotta Jo Trembly, LouAnn 
Wallenstrom, Clara Warne and Hyrma 
Zakahi. 

"I have continually encountered a 
genuine friendliness and welcome feeling, 
especially here in South Dakota. I plan to 
see more of your country, and I hope 
everyone I encounter in this country will 
be as friendly as the people I have met so 
far." 

Ralf is making a two week tour of 
the South East before returning to 
Germany and his teaching duties at 
Hannover University. 



Survey screens public awareness

'I demand my rightsl • • • what are they?'
"But Officer, I was only going 55! Roger Yoss gathered 97 respondents at Public awareness was not the only 

My speedometer must be off! . . .  What?! the Statehouse last Monday. Forty-six of i n f o r m  at ion evaluated by this 

I demand my rights!" these indicated no knowledge of the fifth experiment. Mr. Kennedy and his team 
Americans are often vocal about amendment. also concluded that professional people 

demanding their rights as U.S. citizens. were more informed about the fifth 
But what exactly are their rights? The "One person that I stopped asked amendment than non-professional people. 
a,�swer lies clearly stated in the first ten me 'What case are you up against? ' I It was �also established that the 
amendments to the U.S. Constitution - found out that he was a prosecuting petition circulators on the east side, who 
the Bill of Rights. But how many people attorney for the Attorney General," were dressed very neatly, received more 
are actually aware of these guaranteed observed Mike Garry. respondents than those on the west side 
rights? Mr. Dick Kennedy, Riggs High who staged a more rugged, sloppy'

That evening, Mike Garry, Bill 
Government teacher, and six volunteer apparel. "Quite a few people wouldn't T helen, and Roger Yoss gathered 
students were determined to find out. even come up to me because I was respondents on the west side of Pierre 

Perhaps a lot of students and shabbily dressed, while the well-dressed street, while Lynnette Parsons, Bob 
teachers recall being approached with the people had no trouble contacting people M arone, a nd Tim Jones gathered 
following petition: "We, the undersigned, on the street," said Roger Yoss. 

respondents on the east side. Out of 46 
feel that we should not be compelled, in "It was surprising to find people shoppers, 35 indicated no knowledge of 
any criminal case, to be a witness against who not only didn't know it was in the 
ourselves.", earlier this week. Mr. the fifth amendment. "The people Constitution, but a few disagreed with

I d downtown thought we had a good proJ·ect h Kennedy and his workers also circu ate t e statement," said Tim Jones. "We got 
going. They were more relaxed and had 

this petition at the Statehouse and at the some strange reactions!" 
more time to talk about the petition and 

Pierre downtown district. They requested Summing up the results, Mr understand it more fully," commented the respondents to comment as to why Kennedy said, "I 'm amazed. The best Lynnette. 
they did or did not sign the petition. This reactions should have come from the 
is where the tricky part comes in. Students and teachers at Riggs faced teachers and the Statehouse workers. We 
Certainly the petition need not have been the same petition. Sixty-three out of 133 did get the reaction from the teachers· 
signed since the right not to incriminate students were not aware of the fifth most of them did know the fifth 
oneself in the court of law is guaranteed amendment, while three teachers were amendment. But I was flat amazed at the 
by the l'ifth amendment. not. "It surprised me that many don 't number of people, percentage-wise, that 

Mike Garry, Bill Thelen, Lynnette know their fifth amendment," said Bob were working at the State building who 
Parsons, Bob Marone, Tim Jones, and Marone. didn't know the fifth amendment." 

PERCENTAGE OF PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THE FIFTH AMENDMENT 

Did not sign because Did not sign Were not aware 
Petition Respondents of 5th amendment for other reasons of 5th amendment 

State Employees 48% 5% 47% 

Shoppers 20% 4% 76% 

Teachers 88% 0% 12% 

Students 53% 1% 46% 

NCA to make final evaluation of Riggs April 4-6 
By sending a team of educators to B · • . · . . 
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Education, the faculty and administration chairman, will meet with the faculty and 
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in the evaluation of Riggs High School. 
· improvemen an eve opment. 

The team, led by Mark E. Cogswell, 
supervisor of student teachers, Northern 
State College, consists of 17 teachers and 
administrators from diff c:ren t schools 
across Sou th Dakota. 

During Monday and Tuesday the The NCA evaluates schools to make 
team will visit classrooms, and hold sure the diploma gained from a school 
c o m m i t t e e  meetings.  Di fferent will be acceptable for college entrance 
committees will meet with teachers in requirements. Many schools in the J 9 
their study area. Students will also be state region of the NCA are unable to 
contacted for interviews with the team meet the requirements for membership; 

order to get an overall view of Riggs High. both days • only 40 percent of all schools qualify. 








